Summary table of Yellowfin Grouper, Mycteroperca venenosa, life history for the Gulf of Mexico




















          Trophic relationships
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Life Stage
Season
Location
Temp(oC)
Salinity(ppt)
Oxygen
Depth(m)
Food
Predators
Habitat Selection
Growth
Mortality
Production
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Larvae
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Early

Juveniles







Shoreline, 2 to 4 m


Shallow seagrass beds
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Late 

Juveniles










Shallow seagrass beds; move to deeper rocky bottoms with growth
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2, 5, 6, 7




Adults



Not common in  gulf; occurs primarily in the southern Gulf and West Indies
Taken from waters 15 to 26 C


Shoreline to mid-shelf depths;  2 to 137 m; may occur as deep as 214 m;  occur at >30 m in eastern Gulf
Primarily fishes; also squid and shrimp; able to capture swift-moving fishes
Presumably sharks
Rocky bottoms and coral reefs; prefer reef ridge and high-relief spur and groove reef
May reach 90 cm TL
Vulnerable to fishing pressure
Vulnerable to fishing pressure
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Spawning

Adults


 March to August in eastern Gulf; Feb. to April in Jamaica; winter and spring off of Cuba








Protogynous;

Sex change may occur at 65 c.  Females mature at 51 cm; smallest  males found at 54 cm.
Fishing mortality may affect sex ratios.
Fishing  spawning aggregations may affect production.
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