Summary table of Yellowedge Grouper, Epinephelus flavolimbatus, life history for the Gulf of Mexico




















          Trophic relationships


                 Habitat Associations and Interactions 




Life Stage
Season
Location
Temp(oC)
Salinity(ppt)
Oxygen
Depth(m)
Food
Predators
Habitat Selection
Growth
Mortality
Production

Egg



pelagic, offshore
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Larvae



pelagic, offshore
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Early

Juveniles







Occur in the shallower portions of depth range
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3, 11







Late

Juveniles







Occur in the shallower portions of depth range


Rocky bottoms; 30-50 cm TL individuals observed utilizing burrows
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Adults



Throughout Gulf continental shelf.  Areas of  abundance off of Texas and W. Florida

Taken from waters of 11 to 25  C;

12 to 13  common in deepwater habitat

Occur from 35 to 370 m; adults most common at >180 m depths
Major diet component brachyuran crabs; also fishes and other invertebrates 

Outer continental shelf; high relief hard bottoms; rocky out-croppings; often found co-occur with snowy grouper and tilefish; known to inhabit burrows
Long-lived( over  20 yrs); slow-growing.
Susceptable to overfishing.  Status by DPS*: Endangered in U.S. Atlantic; status in Gulf uncertain
May be limited by availability of rocky outcrop bottom habitat; probable low productivity
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Spawning

Adults


Peaks May - Sept.








Protogynous hermaphrodites;

females mature at 52-60 cm TL;  transition to males occurs at 75- 82 cm TL

Form local spawning aggregations
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