Summary table of Speckled Hind, Epinephelus drummondhayi, life history for the Gulf of Mexico




















          Trophic relationships


                 Habitat Associations and Interactions 




Life Stage
Season
Location
Temp(oC)
Salinity(ppt)
Oxygen
Depth(m)
Food
Predators
Habitat Selection
Growth
Mortality
Production

Egg



Pelagic, offshore
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Larvae



Pelagic, offshore











Citations



8











Early

Juveniles







Young more commonly found in shallower portion of depth range







Citations







1







Late 

Juveniles







Young more commonly found  in shallower portion of depth range 
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Adults



North and eastern Gulf of Mexico, offshore hard bottom habitats.
Few records; taken from waters 17 to 24  C


25 to 183 m; most common at 60-120 m
Feed on a variety of fishes, invertebrates and cephalopods.  Considered to be an apex predator on midshelf reefs.

Offshore rocky bottoms; both high and low profile hard bottoms
Maximum size attained slowly; recruitment age 6-7 yrs.
 Fishing pressure causes rapid and marked changes in age structure.  Vulnerable to overfishing.  Official status: Candidate list, U.S.; Status by DPS*: Endangered
Low productivity; Populations impacted by fishing pressure. Steady and drastic decline in abundance.
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Spawning

Adults


April-May; July to September




Spawning occurs in deeper portion of depth range (>146 m); shelf edge habitat



Females mature at 45-60 cm TL, 4-5 yrs; protogynous hermaphroditesBfemales transition into males at ages 7-14. 
Fishing mortality affects sex ratio and spawning biomass; males rare.
A large female may produce up to 2 million eggs in one spawning

Citations


2, 4




4, 5



2, 4
 6, 9, 11
 2

* Distinct Population Segments, as defined by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service
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