Summary table of Slipper Lobster, Scyllarides nodifer, life history for the Gulf of Mexico




















          Trophic relationships


                 Habitat Associations and Interactions 




Life Stage
Season
Location
Temp(oC)
Salinity(ppt)
Oxygen
Depth(m)
Food
Predators
Habitat Selection
Growth
Mortality
Production

Egg



Females carry eggs for at least 30 da
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Larvae


Prolonged larval period, ~ 9 mo to 1 yr
Pelagic, offshore; may drift as far north as Cape Cod
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Early

Juveniles
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Late 

Juveniles







Collected to 71 m
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Adults


Year-round; may move to warmer, shallower waters for spawning.
Occurs in Gulf continental shelf waters, Florida to Yucatan
Observed or collected at 16 to 22  C; kept in aquaria at 20 to 26  C
Kept in aquaria at 30 to 35 ppt

From 2 to 100 m; most common at 30 to 42 m.
In culture studies, consumed bivalves, fish and crabs, but showed preference for bivalves; forage at night
Fishes
Occurs on sandy substrate, or sand mixed with mud, shells or coral, coralline algae, sponge. May bury into sediment.  Cryptic on limestone ledges and rocky outcroppings; also found on artificial reefs
Females attain greater size than males; may reach 127 mm CL; 35 cm TL.  Grow from postlarva to full size in 16 to 18 mo. Maturity reached at the 6th instar.

Not very abundant; support small seasonal fisheries.  May be caught incidentally with spiny lobster.
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Spawning

Adults


Off west coast of Florida, April through August, peaking in July







May migrate to warmer, shallower waters for spawning season.
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