Summary table of Schoolmaster Snapper,  Lutjanus apodus,  life history for the Gulf of Mexico
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Life Stage
Season
Location
Temp(oC)
Salinity(ppt)
Oxygen
Depth(m)
Food
Predators
Habitat Selection
Growth
Mortality
Production

Egg



Pelagic
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Larvae



Pelagic











Citations
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Early

Juveniles







Shallow habitats
Crustaceans

Shallow seagrass beds and mangrove habitats, and around jetties
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8, 10, 12




Late 

Juveniles







Shallow and offshore habitats.  Move to deeper offshore habitat with growth.
Primarily fishes; also crustaceans

Shallow coastal waters; grass flats; may enter estuaries and  mangrove habitats. Inshore and offshore rocky and coral reefs
In Puerto Rico, transition from mangrove to coral reef habitat occurred at 100-190 mm TL



Citations







8, 10
10

1, 4, 5, 8, 10
10



Adults



In Gulf, occur throughout in coastal waters; very common in Caribbean.
Taken at 21 to 28  C; kept at 28.8 to 30  C in culture experiments
Can tolerate estuarine conditions, very low salinities; kept at 35 to 36 ppt in culture experiments
Kept at 5.7 to 7 mg/L in culture experiments
Occur from shallow waters to about 90 m
Fishes, crustaceans and other invertebrates
Presumably sharks, groupers and barracuda
Found over various substrates; rock, vegetated sand, inshore and offshore reefs, esp. elkhorn coral, and mud; may enter mangrove swamps and tidal creeks. 
Slow-growing; may reach 60 cm TL
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Spawning

Adults


Spawning peaks in April and August in Puerto Rico; spring and winter in Jamaica







Offshore reefs
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