Summary table of Rock Hind, Epinephelus adscensionis, life history for the Gulf of Mexico




















          Trophic relationships


                 Habitat Associations and Interactions 




Life Stage
Season
Location
Temp(oC)
Salinity(ppt)
Oxygen
Depth(m)
Food
Predators
Habitat Selection
Growth
Mortality
Production

Egg



Pelagic, offshore











Citations



8











Larvae



Pelagic, offshore











Citations



8, 13











Early

Juveniles







Very shallow waters







Citations







13







Late 

Juveniles















Citations















Adults



Throughout western central Atlantic in shallow hard bottom habitats.
Very few observations; recorded from 13 to 23 oC


2 to 100 m ; large adults more common in deeper waters (50-100 m); usually captured in waters >30 m off W. Florida Shelf
Crustaceans, esp. crabs; fishes

Shallow rocky reefs; rock piles, oil well rigs.  High profileBsteep crevices and ledges  
May attain length of 60 cm.  Grow faster and are shorter-lived than most other groupers
Vulnerable to fishing pressure
A minor component of the grouper fishery.  Production affected by fishing pressure.
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Spawning

Adults


Jan. to June in Florida Middle Grounds








Protogynous hermaphrodites; females mature at 25 cm SL
Form spawning aggregations which are heavily fished.
Vulnerable to fishing pressure.

Citations


3








2, 5
5
5, 6, 11

1.  Randall, J.E. 1967.  Food habits of reef fishes of the West Indies.  Stud. Trop. Oceanogr. Miami 5: 665-847.

2.  Heemstra, P.C., and J.E. Randall.  1993.  FAO Species Catalogue, v. 16: Groupers of the world, p 103-104.  FAO, Rome.

3.  Bullock, L.H., and G.B. Smith.  1991.  Seabasses (Pisces: Serranidae).  Mem. Hourglass Cruises 8(2):82-84.

4.  Shipp, R.L.  1986.  Guide to fishes of the Gulf of Mexico.  KME Seabooks, Mobile, AL.

5.  Potts, J.C. and C.S. Manooch, III.  1995.  Age and growth of red hind and rock hind collected from North Carolina through the Dry Tortugas, Florida.  Bull. Mar. Sci. 56(3):784-794.

6.  Chiappone, M., R. Sluka, K. S. Sealey.  2000.  Groupers (Pisces: Serranidae) in fished and protected areas of the Florida Keys, Bahamas and northern Caribbean.  Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser. 198:261-272.

7.  Roe, R.  1976.  Distribution of snappers and groupers in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea as determined from exploratory fishing data.  Fla. Sea Grant Rep. 17:129-164.

8.  Richards, W.J.  1999. Preliminary guide to the identification of the early life history stages of serranid fishes of the western central Atlantic.  NOAA Tech. Memo. NMFS-SEFSC-419:29.

9.  Smith, G.B.  1976.  Ecology and distribution of eastern Gulf of Mexico reef fishes.  Fla. Mar. Res. Pub. 19.

10.  Fischer, W.  1978.  FAO species identification sheets, fishing area 31 (W. Cent. Atl.).  FAO, Rome.

11.  Chiappone, M., R. Stuka, and K. S. Sealey.  2000.  Groupers (Pisces: Serranidae) in fishes and protected areas of the Florida Keys, Bahamas and northern Caribbean.  Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser. 198:261-272.

12. Thompson, R., and J.L. Munro.  1983.  The biology, ecology and bionomics of the hinds and groupers, Serranidae.  ICLARM Studies and Reviews 7:59-81.

13.  Nagelkerken, W.  1979.  Notes on juveniles of some groupers in Curacao and Bonaire.  Proc. Assoc. Island Mar. Lab. Caribb. 13:25.

-2-


