Summary table of Queen Snapper, Etelis oculatus, life history for the Gulf of Mexico




















          Trophic relationships


                 Habitat Associations and Interactions 




Life Stage
Season
Location
Temp(oC)
Salinity(ppt)
Oxygen
Depth(m)
Food
Predators
Habitat Selection
Growth
Mortality
Production

Egg



Pelagic, offshore
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Larvae



Pelagic, offshore
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Early

Juveniles







May be found near surface







Citations
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Late 

Juveniles
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Adults



In Gulf, found in southern portion.  More common in Caribbean, esp.  in Antilles
Taken from waters of 16 to 18  C


Generally found at 135 to 450 m; taken from 95 to 680 m
Small fishes, squid and crustaceans

Rocky bottoms and ledges
May reach 100 cm TL; longevity at least 30 yr.
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Spawning

Adults


 In St. Lucia, two spawning peaks occur, in March and August









 
 

Citations


5, 6










 

1. Fischer, W.  1978.  FAO species identification sheets, fishing area 31 (W. Cent. Atlantic), no. LUT Etel 1.   FAO, Rome.

2.  Roe, R.  1976.  Distribution of snappers and groupers in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea as determined from exploratory fishing data.  Fla. Sea Grant Rep. 17:129-164.

3.  Richards, W.J.  1999. Preliminary guide to the identification of the early life history stages of serranid fishes of the western central Atlantic.  NOAA Tech. Memo. NMFS-SEFSC-419:29.

4.  Allen, G.R.  1985.  FAO Species catalogue: v. 6: Snappers of the world.  FAO Fish. Syn. 125, v. 6:28-29.

5.  Murray, P.A., L.E. Chinnery, and E.A. Moore.  1992.  The recruitment of the queen snapper Etelis oculatus Val., into the St. Lucian fishery: recruitment of fish and recruitment of fishermen. Proc. Gulf Caribb. Fish. Inst. 41:297-303.

6.  Murray, P.A., and E.A. Moore.  1992.  Some morphometric relationships in Etelis oculatus Valenciennes (queen snapper), landed in St. Lucia, W.I.  Proc. Gulf Caribb. Fish. Inst. 41:416-421.

-2-


