Summary table of Blueline tilefish, Caulolatilus microps, life history for the Gulf of Mexico, with inference to goldface tilefish, Caulolatilus chrysops, blackline tilefish, Caulolatilus cyanops, and anchor tilefish, Caulolatilus intermedius as members of the same guild, with similar life history and distribution.  Information given is for C. microps, unless otherwise indicated.




















          Trophic relationships
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Life Stage
Season
Location
Temp(oC)
Salinity(ppt)
Oxygen
Depth(m)
Food
Predators
Habitat Selection
Growth
Mortality
Production

Egg



Pelagic, offshore
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Larvae



Pelagic, offshore











Citations
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Early

Juveniles
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Late 

Juveniles
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Adults



Found mainly on the eastern/  southeastern Gulf of Mexico and Campeche- Yucatan outer continental shelf, shelf edge and upper slope. 

C. intermedius most common in the northern and western gulf.
Most burrows found at 13.8 - 18   C


60 to 256 m; most burrows occur at 91-150 m.


Epibenthic browser; feeds primarily upon 

benthic invertebrates; also some demersal fishes.  Fishes become a more important component of diet of larger C. microps. 

Found over irregular bottom, troughs and terraces, sand, mud and rubble, shell hash. May be found associated with C. cyanops and C. chrysops;and in the same habitat/ fish assemblage as Epinephelus niveatus, E. nigritus, E. flavolimbatus, Pagrus pagrus, Lutjanus vivanus and Rhomboplites aurorubens. Construct burrows in soft sediments;  may also utilize existing holes and crevices.
To 78 cm TL, 15 yr; males attain greater size and longevity than females.  Growth most rapid in first 2 yrs of life.
Susceptible to fishing mortality.  Overfishing may cause changes in stock structure
Populations susceptible to overfishing.

Citations



1, 2, 4
8


1, 2, 3, 8
 1, 2, 3, 11

1, 3, 5, 8, 9, 10
1, 2, 4, 6
6, 11
6, 9

Spawning

Adults


 April--Oct off of the Carolinas, peaking in May-June and Sept-Oct.








Females mature at 42 - 45 cm TL (ages IV-V); males at 50 cm TL, age V.      
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